
MINUTES OFVIRTUAL / CONFERENCE CALLMEETING
REDRIVER RETENTION AUTHORITY

SEPTEMBER 9, 2020

TheRedRiverRetention Authority (RRRA) heldavirtual / conference callmeeting on
September 9, 2020, at10:00a.m.  

Participating wereJohnFinney, BenVarnson, GregHolmvik, Rodger Olson, Roger
MischelandDanJacobson (alternate forGaryThompson), Board members; PatFridgen,  
Theresa Ebbenga andTedPreister, non-voting members; KeithWeston, Executive
Director; CarolHarbeke Lewis, Secretary-Treasurer; Christi Fisher, Debra Walchuk and
DaveJones, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS); Randy Gjestvang and
Aaron Carranza, NorthDakota StateWater Commission (NDSWC); RobSip, RedRiver
Watershed Management Board (RRWMB) ZachHermann, MikeOpatandTonyNordby
Houston Engineering, Inc.; PatDowns, Moore Engineering, Inc.; Morrie Lanning, Barr
Engineering Co.; Chuck Fritz, International Water Institute; andLarryLuick, North Dakota
StateSenator.  

JohnFinney called themeeting toorderandintroductions weremade.  

Agenda
Itwasmoved byBenVarnson, seconded byDanJacobson andunanimously carried to
approve theorderoftheagenda.  Uponrollcallvote, themotion carried unanimously.  

Minutes
Itwasmoved byRodger Olson, seconded byGregHolmvik andunanimously carried to
approve theminutes oftheJune17andJuly15, 2020, meetings.  Uponrollcallvote, the
motion carried unanimously.  

FinancialReport
Itwasmoved byBenVarnson andseconded byRodger Olson toapprove theFinancial
Report, aspresented.  

Bills
Itwasmoved byRodger Olson andseconded byDanJacobson toapprove thewire
transfers, aspresented.  Uponrollcallvote, themotioncarried unanimously.   

ProposalfromKFGO-AMMidwestRadioofFargo-MoorheadforRRRApublic
serviceadsandannouncements
KeithWeston reviewed aproposal fromKFGOforadditional public service adsand
announcements fortheRRRA.  Theywouldbeginnextweekandrunthrough mid- 
December 2020.  Itwasmoved byRoger Mischel and seconded by Rodger Olson to



approve theproposal fromKFGO-AMMidwest Radio ofFargo-Moorhead forRRRA public
service adsandannouncements, aspresented.  Uponrollcallvote, themotion carried
unanimously.  

Updateonevaluatingbenefitsforflooddamagereductionprojects
Mr. Weston worked withRandy Gjestvang andRobSiponevaluating andcompiling
benefits forflooddamage reduction projects.  HesharedaPowerPoint presentation on
thematter.  JohnFinney suggested allwaterdistricts research documents toputina
database foreveryone toaccess.    

Itwasmoved byBenVarnson andseconded byRoger Mischel toauthorize Keith Weston
togather information andupdate theRRRA attheDecember 2020meeting regarding the
evaluation andcompilation offlooddamage reduction project information.  Uponrollcall
vote, themotion carried unanimously.  

NRCSAgreement 14-C-ND-669 – RegionalConservationPartnershipProgram
RCPP) Memorandum ofUnderstanding

Debra Walchuk updated theBoardonNRCSAgreement 14-C-ND-669 – Regional
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) Memorandum ofUnderstanding.  Recently
theNRCS offered oneyearno-costextensions toagreements.  Fivewatershed districts
requested anextension, fivedidnotand1wasnoteligible.  

NRCSreport
Ms. Walchuk reported onplanning, progress, andthestatus ofRCPP Watershed Plans.   
Over $4million hasbeenexpended inMinnesota.  Thereare6ongoing agreements, 2
areexpiring and4havebeenclosed out.   

ChristiFisher reported theRushRiverWatershed Planwassubmitted totheNational
Watershed Management Center inJuneforconsideration andanagreement isinplace
tooverfinaldesign costs.  TheNorthBranch ParkRiverWatershed wassubmitted tothe
National Watershed Management Center inSeptember forconsideration andarequest
foradditional funding forfinaldesign wasalsosubmitted.  Ms. Fisher updated theBoard
onextension requests andtherevised delivery schedules onapproved extensions.  

Mr. Finney asked about theavailability ofunused funds.  Ms. Fisher saidthose fundswill
beusedfordesign workandwillnotbeapplied toanyotherplanning efforts.  

2021draftRedRiverBasinRetentionProjectPrioritizationlist
Mr. Weston reviewed thedraftRedRiverBasin Retention Project Prioritization list.  The
process toscore, rankandprioritize projects wasdiscussed.  Mr. Weston requested
guidance onthematter fromtheBoard.  

Mr. Finney asked about including flooddamage reduction projects inaddition toretention
projects.  Mr. Weston suggested developing alistwithaccompanying mapsforprojects
inMinnesota andNorthDakota, withenough information forelected officials toseewhat
hasbeenworked on.  Mr. Finneyaskedabout reviewing themission oftheRRRA.  Ben
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Varnson askedifflooddamage reduction canbeinjected intotheRRRA mission.  Mr.  
Weston saidtodoso, theBy-Lawswouldneedtobeamended.  Information from
upcoming RRJWRD andRRWMB meetings canbebrought backfordiscussion atthe
nextRRRA meeting.  

GregHolmvik wasnowinattendance.  

Strategicplanningefforts
Workcontinues withRandy Gjestvang andRobSiponstrategic planning efforts forthe
RRRA.  Thedocument incorporates portions oftheRRWMB newstrategic planandthe
RRJWRD strategy plan.  Inputwillbegathered onthematter fordiscussion atthe
December 2020meeting.  Theneed tohireafacilitator willalsobedetermined.  

Itwasmoved byRodger Olsonandseconded byGregHolmvik tomove forward with
strategic planning efforts fortheRRRA.  Uponrollcallvote, themotion carried
unanimously.  

ElectronicWatershedPlanLibrary
Development ofanElectronic Watershed PlanLibrary wasdiscussed.  Mr. Weston
suggested entering intoanMOUwiththeNRCStopartner withtheRRRA ontheproject.   
Plans forprojects notsponsored bytheNRCS couldalsobeincluded inthelibrary.  The
RRRAcouldcontribute financial assistance andtheExecutive Director’stimeonthe
project.  Mr. Finney believes thelibrary isanexcellent ideaandthatitwouldbeanice
waytopreserve theplans.  

Itwasmoved byBenVarnson andseconded byRoger Mischel toauthorize Keith Weston
tocontact theNorthDakota andMinnesota NRCS StateConservationists torequest
partnering withtheRRRAonthedevelopment ofanElectronic Watershed PlanLibrary.   
Uponrollcallvote, themotioncarried unanimously.  

Outreach
Mr. Weston reported onoutreach fortheRRRA.  Helooked totheBoard forinputon
participation invarious upcoming virtualconferences.  Itwasmoved byRoger Mischel
andseconded byDanJacobson toauthorize theRRRA Executive Director topayupto
250 forparticipation inupcoming virtual conferences.  Uponrollallvote, themotion

carried unanimously.  

Agencyandpartnerreports
TedPreister reported therewereover90participants intherecent RedRiverBasin
Commission (RRBC) Ex-officio virtual meeting.  Themeeting wentwell, sotheywilltake
thatforward totheRRBC annual conference planning committee.     

Mr. Preister expects toseeinformation nextweekonthedownstream ofHalstad,  
Minnesota, modeling effort.   
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Aresponse isexpected thismonthontheRCPP grantapplication fortheProposed
Comprehensive Subwatershed PilotProgram.  

Theresa Ebbenga reported thattheMinnesota Department ofNatural Resources (DNR)  
continues toaddress 50contingencies tothepermit fortheMetroFloodDiversion Project.    

TheDNRisalsosubmitting comments ontheRedRiverValley Water Supply Project.   
TheMinnesota Public Service permithascomeoutfortheproject andshebelieves it
follows theirbasicwaterquality standards.  

TheFloodDamage Reduction Workgroup has drafted an addendum tothemission
principles andpractices document andareworking through theagency review process.   
Theyhopetohavethedocument inplacebytheendoftheyear.  

PatFridgen reported onthedramatic decline inrevenue fromthe oilextraction tax in
NorthDakota.   Itiscurrently approximately $60million under theamount projected for
thisbiennium.  TheStateWater Commission (SWC) has deferred cost-share requests
sinceMay2020.  Ithasbeenanadjustment fortheSWC, aswellastheprojectsponsors,  
andhashadahuge impact.    

Agenda itemsontheSWCmeeting tomorrow include theongoing strategic governance
study, RedRiverValleyWater SupplyandSB2020.  Mr. Fridgen thanked alloftheWater
Resource Districts forsubmitting information forthe2021Water Development Plan, which
theyhopetohavecompleted before thelegislative session starts.  

Chuck Fritz reported onthePTMApp Project.  MostMinnesota watersheds areincluded
andallbutDevils lakeinNorthDakota areincluded.  Thereare19watersheds available
intheportal.  

Adjournment
Therebeingnofurther business tobeconsidered bytheBoard, itwasmoved byJohn
Finney, seconded byRoger Mischel andunanimously carried toadjourn themeeting.  

APPROVED:  

GaryThompson JohnFinney
Co-Chair Co-Chair

ATTEST:  

CarolHarbeke Lewis
Secretary-Treasurer
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